
perfection in the Cigar
The Story of Tobacco in Cuba Crowded
With Curious and Interesting Details.

The slit' v' oT I lie making of Havana
c. in crowded Willi curious and inter-
esting ilrliuli. Yet not win ill a thousand
of tli who smoke, or think they ure
smoking, a "pun; Havana" really knows
anything kIjoiiI it

Tim best ira- in the world me made
in ilututin; hut not 'nil cigars nude in
Havana ilio h.-s- t :ii llin world, And
what's more, plenty of Hiiviiiiii

iii' not made in Culm ill nil. The
only excuse lor assuming 1 tin Havana
huln is I lint l hi')' rontiiin some tolmoco
4li.it win i;rovu on lln island,

I lie umI lfnr.iii:i cigar it made in that
ii ml Mini Iv l Cuban IoImico. But
oven tlii'ii its tpmlity depends on many
tiling- -. .!,.. Hist and most important being
a question o geography. I lie linest
tulii.n o 111 the world is gtown ill 11 cer-tal- ti

district in the province of I'nar del
lit", c district whose name, Vuilti Abajo.

hill Hied ill the grateful memo- -
. i. s i'f ,11 lev or-- , r a good cigar j

.,,l,.i Alujo pmduccs annually about
a .,u,.r-- r or a million bales ..r lomKvl""ynni7,n'(lwYw-r.b.,-

a lentil of this quantity comes V"m?e"P,en . rid; or
from certain plantations, vegas, which ! " v" ,ho IV f rfp? lear T'
b- - some combination or soil, water and j f'V. "'Vsupposed in this country tomr umv tolucco uneo.ialled an vwhere
,.1 , Ti.i- - i.,.mi ..s.i... i,si!cmo "irength. ihe immature leaf
v - ir t u 't '
J.'i .r nine a .ou.id right, in llavnna.
w h-i-

, ,s tifty limes the price paid for the
(i iMr ' imerican meinous were tntro-O- fi , iv

a I d plains tobacco seems jdl,c,"d in Vuelta Abajo perhaps the most
to 1 t'.e nio- -l stubborn. Thctenrecer-l"1"p?r,H- nt

cl,anKe Wft th adoption of
li-- i pots 111 Ihe heart of Vuelta A tm jo KrowinK' ' cultivation of tho
vhi.'-- r biown. oilv. glossy leaf is pro-- 1

P1"1"1" n" cheese cloth stretched in a
d'li-ut- . the. ideal iialilv. Not a stone's roof over fields many acres
threw rnmi 01... .r tlies- - fields will be an- - in "p'1'' On" American tobacco corn-o- il

wl tobacco won't grow at nil '"' "I'cratlng In tho district spends
oi' w I h produces n Strang tihenouu'iion.75'000 ''"'" for cheesecloth! But it
known as jorrn lear 'I his word is pro-- 1 Wi'- T,,e I'lnnta grow twico as high as
noiinccd a good deal like honor, an up- - ,np' "oimerly did. Under old conditions
tir pri. ile tesi'inblnnce. Tor while n cigar
miKte or jiirro leaf may look all right it
It.. l'i" soinev hat serious defect of not
liiiriii

is- - ii land always grows this kind of
t 'ha- 1 If with t!u aid of a ts'llows
VI Ml coi III lucsiiice 11 mighty enough
ciiiiP.'Kiiitini t' consum. the leaf you
would llnd ihe ujh red instead of gra
wl.ich loads i.i th" 'theory that jorro land
ooiitii ms iron I'erluip- - it doen ltut il is
n. cm i u fact that in the' never to be
forgotten year of 1S77 thi Strang" blight
at tucked the whul" Cuban crop. So it
would m 111 I b due ti something be
sides iron in the soil

Thousands of ci,u i weiv sent 1 1

Kuros. that year Is'fiiii' it wj discovered
tli.it they wouldn't bunt
akrn off the market a. son as poss.hle. ,

but nr, Mot,, sm ,kers Icui been both
p..., , -- I and dwgu..,. I A well known
An ehcan. who bought a bt o then, in
.otidoi on his way t, th- - Continent.

thought ... was losing even . lung
power with advancing years He. w.n
really depi.-s.r- over his supposed condl- -
tiou until he hapiwned to try his new

l

' e with a whole box of m.itcho"
ami a cigar api.,',.." he rd tol.i the
dealer, -- ami we finished the matches
before we did tli" cigar "

Til...... ...... .l...i I I , f I. . .1....- - jiiuuiuiiiiii llllkll
l.noo acres in th" Vuelta Abajo district
whose product is conceiled to be the
linest in th" world. Tor yeuis growers
have tried to get th same quality of
tobacco by taking tie soil from thU or
nine other loading vega and spreading it
on th tobicoo soil of another district
Tim Vi.lt f t.lL-- tl.u Wll A liinlt i.rti.M,..,l
the 'original plantation and used it or,
the trans-erre- soil Hut the experiment
fail(r I h" Purtido district, for instance,
product d P.niido tobacco even when

Is this

th" atmosphere too the experiment might
have slicifcdiMi, rrowing tobacco Is
extraordinarily sensitive to nil its

It take, minerals from the
soil It will ab-oi- enough salt from the
ground mid even from the. air to make a
cigar tiiMi; sally and to destroy its burn-
ing finality Tor this reason only poor
tobacco is a rule grown on the coast
Vet tin best of the Vuelta Abajo district
is only liftccn miles inl'ind. Apparently
It s jiisl iiiough and not too much
sea uir

Cuba ha destiihcd u a vast
u.'t'inil humidor, an climate in which
not only to grow tobacco but to keep it
In proper condition after it is cured. The
average humidity thioughotii tho year is
Hi per cent A humirul of tobacco cm bo
left Iving in a dtnughl for months and will
remain and moist, whereas in Xew
York's drier uir It would after a few bonis
exposure Is so a ,.p that it could not be
handled

Tobacco Iih- - a curious slrii'tute It
is Kiin"tliiug lil; a sponge 111 its ability
to hold moist 11 n this moisiuie coin"s
niigiiiully from the air mid the soil '

Viu-it- Mm jo means lowlands Some of
the iixu,'t tobacco in Cuba comes rrom
tlx high and dry lands or Santa Clara
und Pueiio I'rlm iis' It is tin, ideal com- -
bma ioii or lowlands containing llm
lUhi ihemiciil ingredients and of an at- -

mi spheie heavy with moisture which
p' oduces the nrfect leaf ot the best
Vuelta Abajo plantations

he mosi important tui tor in the mak-- 1

ins i f u good ciga'' is ilm wrapper
111 .l.f rp

UU iv ..r mi.-.- will ,,',K,. ,,
fe to. v utai. wluli a thin wrapper will
irdei 111 a ileentedly uileiior lille,- ;v ,,(y
(ma- - is a blend I .eat Icom as many
folly ditf ul plantation,, comes to tho
men who do the blending to, the leading
lluvrnn factories l.ve.y famous brand
of iga s is based 011 a distinctive .''',r:
I10111 ceiltun W'gfts which gives 11 '
Ia-e,- it blind li:ml is somet nnes
made 111 as many two bundled dirtei
ml si'es .mil shapes, but this parent blend
gives the distinctive flavor characteristic
of ilieui all

in this p.i. ent bli nd is built up an
variation lur every one of thl :mki

Mtoliis. us the lI iuii. shapes uie calltcl
A docn varieties of leaf t,iay be mcoi
poruei In u mngln peifecto, i Unci
iiguis loiii.nmiig Icuvcs
Irom the same pl.iiii.itiun. And nK no
01 op is ever exactly the same from year
10 yer the blending is never a fixed

but must be gone through anew
eir sea-coi-

ipiivr leiiM's being of til utmost
impiii iv 1. hi 1I..1..1 nunum ih,. quality

' ' I "f eve V pUnlHllnil
' lfc I ii- "I ea es ,is

h '' i' it I r a. ShiiIh ( HrM
I ' III In 1 ,,.,,

A the v ' 1 iinirh I - her rny
W ( r Is pei illy f nee nii'iii-aii-

have introduced scientific method of
grow ing the plant. Whereas the wrapper
yield in that distrlot was formerly only
30 per cent, of the total, the Americans
have rained it hi many canes to us high
no MO per cent

The Cuban connoisseur ptefers n rich,
dark tolmoco. This ii culled maduro,
meaning ripe. Hut the foreign smoker
Honiehow got the Impression that a dark
ulnar was a st rong one and t hat a light ono
was necessarily mild. This led to a great
demand for claro, or light colored, wrap-
pers. The strength of a Cuban cigar
really depends on Its tiller and the only

Iwiw of finding a brand whose strength
Milts ones individual tuto is to smoke
,ifTor,.m brftndH ,,, .,, r,Rh, onp is
covered.

When t he demand for t hese light colored
wrappers started there were enoiieh licht
leaves occurring naturally in tho Vuelta,. . , .,
f, 'Vf ,he U for

i'JJ .! .?,n',H ? expedient

I l,.,. .. . ,

!" "7" ",l . . "fapper ana
P" . ' ' . K"

, " s uu i, (,r sunace.

olu eigiu leaves were pincnea on eacli
Plunt, but under the cheesecloth shelter
me plants will mature rrom fifteen to
twenty leaves.

Krom the point oT view of satisfying
aemana lor ciaro wrappers snade

growing has proved a remarkable success.
Tobacco produced in that way may be
allowed to become fully ripe, yet when it
is pickeil and cured it will be no darker
than a green claro wrapper. It will,
however. ts lustrous and full of the es- -
entialoiU'harA'teristicofuripe(maduro

leaf. H combines mildness with true
flavor and aroma.

WRAPPERS AND MI.LKRS

It is an odd thing that in the districts
where lsith wrappers and llllor tobacco

, ,he , wuy of , wfc ,
, whu.h ,,, )he ,ant ha(, t

,the ,

arp ,e f , ,

,,, , (ind Mcily Whilo tho
illtl,,(,m!tion of Mmd(l growing has pro

m.-- i n iimu "initial wmvii iioi iiiusi.
, . ,., ,;. n. ,nm n,flHr ir ,v,

Cubans and the Spanish, who are prehaps

ha,r? n" ""J"? cIaro, wroPPers- -

say a wrapper burns
,not .eve.nl'' . m,:llow roVBhl't fnd

Vil". Jer, .iii.utiuc J na Wfl llimil
tobacco contains about B per cent , but
!eifect curing removes all but 2 per oent.
The taste of a cigar is in the wrapper
and the Cubans contend that claro wrap-fier- s

are deficient in the resin that gives
a fine bouquet.

The curing of these leaves is a process
of fermentation that breaks down Urn
l'r,lular th"' rp"'y-',-
that do not or that would ir
ritate tho smoker's mouth and throat.
The element called strength in tobacco

nacco uas oeeu currieu 10 ine point wnere
only as much cellular fibre is broken down
as it is possible to break without creating
the excess of ammonia which marks over- -
curing.

The taste for light cigars is only about
lirty years old. The first Havana cigars
introduced into this country by Sertor
Hoek were dark, almost oscuro. Hut
they weren't dark enough for Americans
then and they had to be blackened by
dipping them into a solution of rotted
tobacco leaves. About that time some of
the Southern planters sowed a crop in
such !oor soil that they got very a light
sapless leaf. It was cured with charcoal
I ires, tinning out to bo a lemon colored
tobacco and very sweet alo very un-
salable.

These plunlers Imd no better soil, so
they kept on raising this light tobacco
and in a few eusons, to their own sur-
prise, found that smokers were asking
for it under the impression that it. wa-- i

mild Dark tobacco was at its lowest ebb
rr popularity between Is.fi and lssu, but
it is getting back into favor aguln

"A cigar pitch black smokes mild if it
' of good and properly seasoned lear,"
says one authority "flood doik leaves
take eight months to grow, some months
to cure, two years to season in bales and
a year or two to mature after being madn
intocigais, Such cigais are never lighter
than cinnamon and should rather be
daiker, running to an oily looking, heavy
chestnut brown."

MATCHING TltK I IUAII
m- .....r 11... . .,...... (...........p, ..... ,,,Mun KiM

01 iiif iiiuiviuuoi ivnvrs en wnu'll II m m&O?,
Ah bt'rore Hxiilained. t clear mav nni
tain two leaves from the same plantation
'they come even fiom different districtsand'every one of these leaves has its own
ntivor anil aroma, so inni me ciiscrimlnat-in- n

smoker if be took u, freshlv marlu
cigar would detect different curients of
taste II is something like putting one s
lit.lt, I IIIWIII llll. I1JL1I1M1I1 inill-A- uHn U.t.' "' ""11 UOLI1
lie hot and the cold water have been

iiiiiK'ii 011 HiniiiiiuiirwiBiy unn gels little
separata streams of hot and of colcl here
und there instead of peifeutly blended
warm water

So it is with a fresh cigar and the best
or them are therefore put awuy for a
lew years until, us the expeits say, all
those vaiious tobaccos of whirl, ihov
in nmdo have time to mairy The resin

in everv leaf silent IV neriiieuts
other tear and the result is n smoothhomogeneous flavor which is perfectly
blended of all the original separate r!voi
Alter u cigar has thus matured it is at
its best ir properly token care of fr .,
veur or two; then slowly deteriorates

1'or this reason men who appreciate
good cignrs and can afford them buv
several thousand of a brand (hut suits
Uiein und have them kept in reserve
The Kiflh avenue branch of a well known
London firm which perhaps does morn
ol this soil ot business than nv otherVineiicHi, house has at least ttn.nnn worth
of cigars in reserve ror itspstrons This
means that they have been twilight liy
individuals and are simply held for them
111 ihe Mi 111 s lion luiqiidor This humidor

supplied will, Vuelta Almfo-oilai- id water. iH rgsly ammonia. It that bites
IVi bans if they could have borrowed!"'0 tonK1"'' Perfectly cured Cuban to- -

for

us

ideal

ul.s:l,is!u!!t,f,,?,,1:rv,oc.TomJH!"tttuH

as

as

indi-
vidual

than
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Fifty Years Since Czar Alexander II. Set
the Russian Serfs Free.

St. Pbtbmudimj, March 6. A sense of
anxiety was mingled in the celebration
of the fiftieth anniversary ot tho libera-
tion of the Russian serfs at HI. Peters-
burg. The Czar and hU Ministers spent
the early part or Ihe day in uttouding
masses for the soul of Alexander 11 ,

the Car Liberator, and the report wns
widely circulated that a revolutionary
attempt'was to be expected from home of
tho expelled students of St. Petersburg
University

The st reels and squares near the inter
I'uluee, the Kn an Cathedral und the Fort-
ress Church weio patrolled by largo
numbers of police spies. The day, how-
ever, ended ill harmony , except that the
radical press nud parly organizations

PHOTOGRAPH OF A THO CZAR'S PROCLAMATION TO
THEM. THE PHOTOGRAPH

i a dark room with thick double walls
where cigars are kept in bundle, close
to each other so that they mature .in their
ovm atmosphere.

This llrm has something like Sionjoo
worth of cigars in its humidor, but those
held in reserve for customers who hu"
iKMiglit them are inviolate
It happens that a man asks lor a hundred
cigars of a certain biuud and the Unit

none on hand ut the moment except
those in reserve. The customer says-

"Oh, well, can't you let me have u hun-
dred of Ho won't use all
of his inside of a year or two and you
can llll nut his number long before that "

Nothing doing! The manager
Hints out the fact that the firm

is merely tho custodian of those cigars
and no longer their owner. Hy the way,
tho great Itnthschild banking house m
London has a room In which it keeps
as largo a supply of fine cigars us would
equip mote thun one ordinary dealer.
The house buys perhaps l,ii worfh ut
a time of the firm referred to and keeps its
stock continually replenished, a rath'-- r

expensive piecejof buslines. as
clients nie often invited into this room
and presented with a box id
cigars retailing at Jloo or niorealiunoied.
In New York a fine Havana cigar covered
with Vuetla Abajo wrapper skilfully
blended and well ripened and iiiatur--
may cost from 40 cents to St. Hut Haviinu
does make and export retailing at
fl apiece.

I'RKPARI.Vd 1 1IP. U'.ll.
Hut to go back to the Cuban cud of the

story of Havana cigars. Tobacco
from lata in October until in l)e- -

. 1 ..!... lot.. I,t .lnli- -cemner unu cuunn ".nan and lasts until March, rndur
former conditions-the- y urn pi event con-

ditions in some places the success of
tho crop depended on showeis toward
tho end of the giowing iteriod. If these
showers failed the streams dried up and

fuihire. I hethe crop was practicallv u
Americans have boieil artesian wells
so that irrigation is uvailuhlo. Hut

the best crops Hre grown when
nature does the irtiguting. In tuba
she attends to this business nine times
out of ten. The urtesiuu wells nre simply
to make good her occasional shoitcom- -

'"Tlie spots on tobacco leaves which are
so prized by some smokers are said by
the growersto have no influence on tho
quality except when they have been
artificially produced by sprinkling with
acid, in wnicu in.- - ' .
ir ,.nv ,.nn linrdlr be for the better Soiin
people have a theory that the natural
snots are caused by drops of clew acting
us len-e- s mid making bleached places
on the growing lear Another theory,
due to tho fact that the spots occur only
hi the tobacco from cert u in vegas, is that
thev are caused by iron in soil

All the time the crop is growing it is
wulchod by buyers for the factories, who
record every variation In the weather
111 these conditions ore of vulue in est!-mati-

the quality or a crop The Cubiius
formerly cut all ihe leaves of 11 plant at
the same time, with the result that If the
bottom leaves were ripe those at the
top weie. somewhat gieen, or if the top
leaves were just ripe enough tho bottom
ones were too ripe Americans have
Introduced the more expensive but more
satisfactory method of cutting the lower
leaves when they we ill best condition
and cutting tho top ones later when they
tocJlmve reached their maturity

The plants aro cut in dry weather und
hung up in tho hiin or in ventiluted sheds,

this tins cone on loiur I'linuch a
moist, showery day is selected and the
tobacco is Htaoked up in u pile to sweat and
ferment, It is wutched carefully, the
separate leaves being examined und
withdrawn when in just the right con- -

'I"0"
Next the tobacco is sorted und baled

Hut even yet its quulily In not definitely
determined It isn't even known which
leaves aro wrappers and which tillers

Tlie bales ure stored in tho vaults of the
factory which has bought them and
months, even yeure, rnuy puss
while tliey slowly cure, Tho bales aro
wrapped in palm leuves und nro protected
from light, from dust and fiom any

ol temperuluro
When at lutd the leaf is

ripe tho bundles ure tukeil out, separated,
spruyod with clean water and spread 011

rucks to dry in the dark. Tho wrappers
go to the seloolor or blender; filler loaves
are packed in burrels, so that the uir can
circulate through them, and remuin there
a few weeks or even a year, until all the
leaves become of an average richness.
They are carefully inspected ovory day,

SKIl.Li OK THIS TAIIACJI'KRO.
After the blender bus performed his

most imiHii taut slid dellcittM task of
selecting the leaves which are to make
up such vttnla, or shall, the tabaqurro,
nr actual maker, begins his work. No
machinery is used in a Havana cigar fac-
tory. Hut Ids skill nf thes tMiriencsl

boycotted the official programme of

The Czar's rescript (o'Prinie Minister
Ktolypin on the accession whs notable
chletly for. Its colorlcssness. Tho word
had gone forth befoiehund that thero
should be no exaggerated celebration,
The conservative quarters adopted tho
view set forth by Mr. Menehikoff In tho
Sotut Vremya that tho Ittissliui peasant
sorfs wore nover Heated lis slaves. The
t'7iir thanked tho land owning nobility
for their good will in helping the work

GR0UP0P PEASANTS HAVING FREEDOM

.Sometimes

vir-
tuously

important

casually

sometimes

pronounced

re-
joicing.

jof liberation and for their prcttit coop I

eration in the establishment ul pcj-u- nl

propriotois,
Old Prince proprietor

of iw(Jrahrlanln, who was 52 when Alex I

WAS TAKEN FOR ALEXANDFR II. BY

tuhaqueros, some of whom have been
making n single brand for twenty or
thirty years, is so extraordinary that the
finished cigars conform ubsoliilely to
the gauge lor that vitola

The tnh.iquero flint takes thirty or more
filler leave, from n pile at his n'ght hand
ami lays them one by one in a bundle in
his left hand. Kach leaf is laid in ;i certain
way, with a certain side up unci the veins
running 111 a certain direction Yet the
result seems to lie a loose hmidtul of
leave! eaie'.csslv put together He give.
it a roll und a rwlst on a maple block before
him und then choose-- t a wrapper from .1
small, covered pile ut hU left hand.

"Spreading this leaf out carefully,"
says one visitor to 11 Huvana factory,
"tile rohirh handful or filler is laid on
Caressingly and with infinite intention
the whole is rapidly rolled into tho finished
cigar Here the yielding w runner is
coaxed, there modelled, so that it may
not only lie smooth In spite or possibly
rough Handling, but nlso so that its edge
will form a true, almost iniKrceptibte
spiral from end to end.

"When the tip is reached something
is done which distinguishes a tine Havana
cigar from anv other Cigars made
in n mould or with a binder as well ns n
wrapper or of scrap tubneco or even
by a careless Cuban workman nro prettv
npt to have n hard little plug of tobucco
at their tips otmtnicting the draught.
A skilled Cuban workman, when his
creation is apparently complete, cun-
ningly splits the wrapper at the tip, lays
it back nud clip off this compact little
plug. The tip is then covered again
and modelled to a fine point Tho smoker
may now merely nunctiire the tip and it

j will draw perfectly.
" Ihe clgur that is built up by I lie sullied

tuhuquero contains no dust or small
scraps of leaf Every bit of tobuoco
left over is swept into n pocket below
the table to be sent to the cigarette s,

The next cigar is made of en-
tirely fresh material.

"In the rolling of eight cigars enough
expensive material is discarded to make
a ninth. Hut the ninth is never made,
not even for the cheapest rnurkets. Only
ono kind of seconds is known in the great
Havana factories. 'Iheso nro the cigurs
rejected by the p'lokors and they are
consumed by employees, never leaving
ine premise's.

In a perfectly made cigar the leaves
have been laid so that the ash clings
in a peculiar wnv, characteristic of the
best product. Ihe ash, by tho way,
of a fine Havana cigar is about one
fourth Ihe weight of the cigar, showing
how greedily the growing plant has
absorbed tlie'miiiernl elements of the soil.

In legard to the drawing qualities
experts deviate, that the blunt tipped
shape, known as the marble end. with its
straight sides, gives 11 much more" I'ven
draught than the shape with exaggerated
curves. 'I hey say that It Is inevitable
that the le.yvi'H which are loosely rolled
in the thick centre of the cigar must
lie packed tightly into tho narrow
shoulder and that such 11 cigar does not
smoke evenly, nor does the draught retch
all its layers alike, That is tho reason
for the giowing populaiity of straight
sided, blunt tipped cigiits,

ron.rco vkiiv ni:.HmT
The skilful tubuquern has 110 mold,

no binder, not even n pattern Yet
when he lias finished llflv cigars of 0110
vitola they are absolutely the same in
iiieusureini'tit Tim modelling must till
be done hi the rolling- lor if lie tried to
pinch or pull it into slintie after it was
finished the tobacco would not bo evenly
distributed and the cigar wouldn't bum
Nothing can be used to hold the leaves
In plnceoxcept a touch of gum triigucunth,
mixed fresh twice, a day, at the lip, where
as a rule it is bitten off by the smoker.

Ill this country girls can learn to make
cigars wllh a mold unci a hinder in a
few months. In Cuba thohimplcst bhapes
require two or three years apprentice-
ship und 11 tubuquero will sometime
bo ten years in perfecting his making
of a difficult shape.

Ho is well paid and well treated, how
ever Some or them receive Kl or 7 a
clay for making only twerity-fiv- o or thirty
cigurs. Fow iluvunu workmen muko
morn than too perfect os u duy .Mcist
of them work by the piece ami keep their
own hours, except thut they never work
by artificial light. Sometimes they be-
gin ut duy light, stopping ut 10 A. M.
for the .Spanish hrcukfust followed by
a nap. At 11:30 every body gets busy
again, but by 3 or 4 o'clock they begin
to knock off

It is and has always been u tubaquero's
privilege! to smoke us much us ho wishes,
The fuotoricH servo each workman with

wruppers dally of a quality put Into
fifteen cent brands and ho roll his own
I'lguis, using a tiller or choice blends. If
ho asks for more wrappers he gets them
A tulmquero who turns nut loo cigars u
day smokes enough more material to have
added another ten to his output. This Is
regarded a part of his wugs,

i

ander II. proclaimed the serfs free, tells
how ho raw the Czar read his manifesto
on Kt. Isaac's Square.

"1 wns close beside the CVar In the
square, where I hole was a great crowd,"
he write) "I begun to weep at the sight
of such fervent, iiious devotion to the Czar.

"Those nearcbt him kissed his cloak.
Home managed to kiss his hand. Women
hold up their children and cried, 'Bless
them, Czar-F- at her!' Others stood per

OF READ

has

cigars

five

fectly till and wept ns (hey looked at
the (Var

"I saw I In' tears sti earning down the
cheeks of the Czar's coachman. And
at the height or all the tears Mowed from
the Czar's own eyes us he stood up In his
carriuge and looked around lilin."

M

DENIER, ST. PETERSBURG.

They work in largo rooms, at one side
01 wincn is an elevated platform where
their reader sits. Ho may bo giving
tm-ii- i it imiisimioji iroui me. recentlyarrived New York papers or he may be
reading them 11 Spanish novel. He Is paid
u) inc. cigar inusers unu sometimes re-
ceives nr. much as .V) nr n sf- -
er-a- of these cigar factory orators were
elected to Ihe first Cuban legislature.

It is said thai no mutter what unsani-
tary conditions may bo found elsewhere
In Cuba, the leading tobacco factoriesaro frcrupuloitsly careful. There areplenty of smaller fuctorins that, are not.Hut the famous brands are made under
careiui Hygienic regulations. Thor- -'
oiighly cured Vuelta Abajo lear contains
about rpercent. of resins and oils, which
take up odors ns milk or butter does.
11 an onion should I mi slipped into a bale
of leaf or a bundle or cigars, it would be
inpossiine 10 eiesiroy wiu resulting taintin the tobacco.

Havana cignrs are kept in cupboards
of Spanish cedar and packed in boxes of
thoeamewood. It is said that ifthey were
i',iin'-- ,11 imiiu iiuu-- iiicir quaiuy wouia
ie destroyed According to law no twopersons working in a Havana factory mav
sit facing each other unless Feparated by
m iintfii it-e- o, space, no tno
tobacco workers of all kinds sit back to
back Hy another law which forbids the
adulteration of tobacco in any .form per-
fume may not even be added to the paper
ued for cigarottos.

In other countries lighter tobaccos are
sometime wit u it svrup maderrom Cuban tobacco stems, "Even if it
were iii'eessary in Cuba, the law would
forbid it; for the Ihw ponnits the use ofonly one fon-ig- substance in manufac-
turing r.lgurs. and that is pure water.Fortunately Havana has thut in abun-
dance. Cuban tobacco is protected by
si uiKi-ii- ius iuiu uy u neuvy import
W111.V niui secis uiu lureigu leui.

TIIK WORD O.V TUB UOX. ,

Cigars aro paoke I in boxes on tho right
end of which will be found one of 1 h fol
lowing seven names, indicating the range
01 cuior; ciuio, ciuro. Colorado,
Colorado mad nro . mnduro. oseio-- o .mil
negro. These indicate the color of thewrupper. nut ure not ns is commonly
supposed indicative of the strentrth.
which depends on tho filler. On the cover
is ine urnnu name, on tlie front the name
indicating ine snnpo unci sizo, on the back
the quality, beginning with superfine and
running down through lino, tlor. su-
perior und bueiio.

The names of the hundreds of shapes
and sizes of Havana cigars are bewilder-
ing 10 the ordinary buyer. Thero is no
exact systinn about it. Sometimes they
seem to originate in it caprice, as, for

a certain little torpedo forstuoking
in a pipe.

Sometimes a shune und size is del or.
minoil by a cert am Bizo of very fine wruppor
eni; uir 11 is ui iiusioiu never 10 out
theesc down, but to make a oigar thut will
perfectly utilize tho whole loaf. Some.
iime a vitola Is made to tit a epenlal order
unci nuerwani becomes a standard selling
shane. The best known shunes. nx nnnn.
tellas, perfeotos und breviu, nro practi
cally no same 111 an nruniis.
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The Partner in Auction
Bridge

Not Eaty to Find Two Who Work in Harmony.

Thor Is Drobably no game of cards
in which one is so much at the mercy
or the partner as at auction bridge, and
the opportunities for misunderstanding
are almost limitless.

The principal faults that are found
with the partner are that he Is too eager
to say eomethlng when thero Ib no neces-

sity for it, that he will insist on piilllnfi
the declarer out of a place hi which he is
very comfortable, and that he is too selfish
In his desire to get the contract and play
the hand.

There is undoubtedly more virtue In

keeping qulot than there is in bidding
when you ure posing as a good partner,
and among good players pussing means
11 great deal and sounds a note of warning
that nothing else could convey. A partner
who can be depended upon to pass per-

sistently when he has nothing in his hand
but lencth. and to make his first bids
011 nothing but winning cards, is a founda
tion on which great things may isj uiiuc.

Ono of our leading authorities recom-

mends o special course of training for
putting the partner in good humor at the
beginning of the rubber. If A cuts tho
lowest card and D Is his partner it often
hiinnens that I) hastens to express his
opinion about the seats or the cards,
although ho has no legitimate choice in the
mutter.

If A wishes to make a good beginning
and is not rabidly superstitious himsolf
It will usually pay him to let U Have ills
way, becauso If he does not, und the rub-b- ar

starts on badly, H will at onco att ributo
it to having taken the wrong seats and
the matter will so obsess him that he
will make bad breaks through Inattention
or will lose his nerve and decline to bid
up his hands for what they are worth.

For u partnership to be a success It is

not necessary that both playors should
follow the same system, but it is very
necessary that each should understand
the system upon which the other proceeds.

The misunderstanding which is most
likely to lead to serious loss is when one
partner persist in naming suits in which
ho has not a certain trick, such as the ace,
or at least king and queen, and the other
partner is counting upon those winning
cards and bidding accordingly.

For some psychological reason, so far
unexplained, some players cannot keep
till when they have a ailt of six or seven

red cards. They resent it as an Insult
to their intelllgenco if you tell them that
the first bid is not tho winning declaration
and that such n suit is not worth mention-
ing unless it is headed by tho ace.

As an illustration of how completely
the run of the bids and the result of the
play may bo changed by such declara-
tions and the partner's inferences from
them, take the following distribution of
the cards, which came up in a social game
of three table duplicate tho other day:

C? 3 10 T'B 2
MO 9'T 6

O A S J ,
r

V Y OA t 9 fi J
JUT. a 6 3 A B

A 2
7 9 7 4

9 f 3 z 4 A J 10 T

9 K 4

0 8 8r q a 5 2
At one tablo, at'which all four players

were followers of tho bridge system of
bidding, . started with one spade and
A hid on diamond. Your true auction
player invariably passes a ono spade
did unless he has a no trumper and
waits for the player on his left to pull
the opposing partnership out of the hole.
But the bridge player is always anxious
to Bay something at once for fear he
will never get another chance. A was
one of that class and that is why he bid
ono diamond.

Y doubles one diamond, chiefly to show
his partner that he has the suit stopped,
and B to pull his partner out nf an imagi-
nary danger bids one heart. '. knows
enough to keep quiet, but when it gets
round to Y he doubles one heart .

At this stage if B knew that his part
ner was bidding on a lot or trash he
might have pulled himself out of tlie
doubled heart and gono two diamonds
in' spite of Y's double in that suit; but
lie argues that if A has n trick or two
in diamonds he can carry out his one
trick heart contract, so he passes,

' passes and smiles. Now if A had
a sine trick in diamonds he could bid
two tricks and make it, but with his one
trlok bid doubled and his partner's shift
to the heart suit also doubled he is afraid
to make any further move nnd tho hand
Is played at one heart doubled, A and B
being set for 'JOO points, with simple
honors offset by chicane.

This loss is entirely due to the want of
understanding between A nnd B, Tlie
first bid misleads 11, who thinks A has at
least ono trick in diamonds to support a
heart bid, which looks better than a
doubled diamond, and it will lie found if
we transpose the uco and queen of dia
monds, so as to give A one certain trick in
the suit, that B will make two by cards
in hearts very easily.

Nothing is more common than (o have
a contract tail just ueoauso tlio nnnnas
cannot win n sure nnd early trick in the
suit he calls on tho first round of the bids.
That one trick may alter the whole plan
or the hand, as will be evident from the
way this same hand went at another table.
7, started with the same spade bid, but A
passed and Y, to pull his partner out of
the spade, cahM one in hearts. 'This
B cloub'ed and set for nno riL.
so that A and B won loo points Instead or
losing '.'00, tho difference in the result
with the same cards and the same suit
mr irumps. oemg in tno way A bid his
nuiiu mm ine way ine lean came.

While one of the faults most enmmnni..
found with tho partner is that he over-cal- ls

his cards, there are occasions upon
which such a proceeding is distinctly
Justifiable. Here Ih a strikingly Instruc-tlv- e

example of such a Bltuutlon. which
came un at the Bridge t'luh tlm nik.
clay:

9 T k 3
K Q 7 1 S

OA J
7

. Y (741064At a a 4. A 4A B01 1 ) OK 10
4 10 t 4 3 s a u

OX JOS
J. 10 0
OS 4 2

A K Q, 7
31 stArtv) with two spades to show his

strength in that particular suit, a passedand Y after some deliberation ttrumps. B. warned by the original spa";
call, could not double, but Re though?
he wight push thSm up a bit by goingThearts, which looked safe enough. Z Verv
cleverly passed, not wanting to alarmB out or tho heart call. In this 1

nlshos or, excellent exumplo of tho virttor sitting still In a position In which n
s

players out of ten would havo eloiib
"

hearts or gone on to two no trumps
A Immediately seized tho opportunity

o show what a good partner lie wns
throo in diamonds, at. whi,),

a spectator behind nearly fell off his chairTho loglo or this declaration, again-- .

it solid spado suit on one sido ot him
and a no t ru in per cm the other, in 11,1,'

If V and 7, nre so strong and A has nnta heart In his hand his partner H is
and is going to get hurt. Thatthis conclusion of A is correct will .

clear if tho cards urp played on a rontr.ut.
to make two in hearts because the s

ii can win are tho ace of clubs and
two trumps, so (hat he would be set fnr
SSn polntH without doubling.

With two hearts called on one sr
of him and three diamonds on the othrY suddenly lost faith in his no trumpet
and passed. B also passed, acceptine
his partner's tip, and V. did not cee his wnv
clear to doing anything so the hand wnV

piayeci nt three in diamond) and A--

falfed by two tricks, losinc only nm
insieaa 01 J.iu.

Probably one of the most common nu.
takes and ono of tho most, porplmhii;
calls is increasing tho partner's bid in
stead of showing him your grounds for
so doing. Cases like the following cm,
tlnually occur:

The dealer bid one no trump, holdnu
four hearts to the nee, four clubs to Him
king, queen nnd five spades to th an.
Icing, queen. Second player callevi tiMi
diamonds and the dealer's partner goiw
two no trumps.

What on?
The inference is that he must ham

stopped, so every one ps.isi
and the declaration is set for two ttick.,
becauso the leader had five diamonds ami
his partner had seven. The fourth player
being a good partner nnd knowing din
monds would be lod, kept quiet when th
third hand went two no trumps, although
he could have doubled, which would have
frightened the dealer into hearts.

The cards on which the third hand in-

creased. his partner's bid woro the Itlnt,
queen, jack or hearts, five clubs to the
king, queen, Tour spades to tho jack ami
ono diamond. He excused the call

that ho supposed his partner mn.t
have a stopper in diamonds. What lie
should have clone was to show his trick
taking suit by calling two hearts and
leaving it to his partner to go the two rm
trumps ir ho had the diamonds stopped
instead or passing judgment on the situa
tlon himselr.

Hero is an example of the other wav
of doing things: The dealer bid one m
trump with tho nco jack small in dia-

monds, six clubs to the king queen jack
three hearts to the ace king and nm
small spade. Second plaver bid twi
diamonds and tho third player at om-- i

called six in spades.
Thero is nothing equivocal about I hi

bid. It says to the dealer: "If you hsvi
those diamonds stopped and a srht
spado suit is any use to vou go ahesi
with vour no trunier otherwise elroi
It " llavinc both the red suits stonnei
twicq tho dealer went, two no trump.
The player on his left, with only oe
spade, went four diamonds and the'denlei
promptly dropped his no trumper. In
which he would have made five by card-doubl- ed

four diamonds nnd took mi
points in penalty.

An excellent rule for players who
are too fond ot increasing their part-
ners' bids is to stop and consider Ui
advantages of doubling tho intervening
bid or showing a suit or their own. leaving
tho question or Increase to tho partnei
Some persons aro so Impetuous that they
do not stop to consider what it mean-t- o

undertake the winning or eight tricks
when vour opponent says he can do it
hinibelf

IT your partner has n no trumper nnd
you have the two trick suit on your right
stopped twico what earthly chance hai
that plavor to make eight tricks? Talp
this hand, nlaved only lust week:

Tho dealer bid one in no trumps, ie.
ond player called two diamonds and tie
third pluyer held the ace, nlno nnd to
small diamonds, nothing else, lnte.vl
or going two no trumps he should

the diamonds to encourage hi.
partner to go two no trumps himself,
which comes to the same thing as when
third hand does it but ha this immene
advantage, which it seems almost impo-'i-b- le

for bridge plavers to grasp
If your partner has a ami

vou can stop tho suit declared against it
how do you know but what your nartner'--
hand may be much better fitted for ch

featinc a two trick contract than foi
can yiinr out ono of his own? Tlie pers i

who'is the best judge of this is the oricin .1

caller of no trumns. if vou, with nothuef
but tlm ace of diamonds in your hnmi
co on to two no trumns von are probably
cheating vour partner out er nn excellent
opportunity to score heavily In pcna!tl-- I

in being the strong hand, ho is the player
to whom the decision should bo loft ns f
whether to goon with his no trumper or to
defeat the two trick contract in led Br
doubling you leave ellho- - course op-r- i

to him
An amusing instance of the follv

tills system of increasing the ii,nlner
bid just because you can stop the Inter-
vening suit, occurred recently in Chicago
The dealer bid one no trump, holding
practically everything but the ill.imone-Socon- d

hand, who wns a famous player,
bid three In clubs.

Tho third hand, who held four clubs
to tho uco queen, instead of doiibline
went two no trumps, which was the
winning declaration, as the denier hail
nothing to say, his partner having shut
him out. Tho player who had bid tlirce
clubs hud not. 11 club in his hand, but hn
shrewdly judged that if tho denier hurt

the clubs stopped he'would go on to two
no trumps, und then the eight wimiini.
diamonds in the hand of tho plaver who
bid three clubs would do somo damage
The third player's increase of his partner s

bid cost them 3mi points, as they wem
set. for three tricks, doubled.

Hud tho third hand doubled. a n

should have done, leaving it to his part-

ner to go on to two no trumps, tho dealer,
who had four clubs to the king jack him
seir, would have seen through Ihe nick
ut onco and have let tho doubled three in
nlllliu ata.wt nnri tllAV wnlllrt linvn set 111'.

declaration ror 800 points instead of losing
IMI.

( Idlest! Kail Haltwn.
I'mm Ihr Chicnu" T'ibuur

A leiiiniknlilo railway is bptf"i
Autofugastn nnd Orouro la Chile. "
engineer in charge of some Importim'
(ioverament const Improvements took ni

vantace ot tho trailo winds wlilrh tircm
in theto region. Finding thnt during

hours In tho momlwc mid evening the"'
was a stiff breen blowing lie had a lart'
number of lair st.ed box cms built whli
nol only accommodated Ihe men coi.urv'
and tiolna from work, but also piov.
amply sufficient to transport the mutei '

needed for of the works.
car is provided with a good sited sail tmi
is no other propelling force. I he st"""'
Is regulated by the iiuinlpulntlon of brsui-sn-

to pievent ni'ciilemts large buffets t

On account of IN cheapness snd prsrtii
worth the tricn of sail inllwsjs ha- tni
popular and a number nre now lislnt;
stalled between insny small towns slouc i"s
mast where the It ails winds blow w 1II1

regularity. The Hiersu sp
tained by them, ntrsmre riart l mmiiii
to fnrty miles nu hour.


